
 

 

 

Forwarded by the Collective Greek Community of British Columbia 

Issued On this 27th Day March 2021  

March 25th Celebrations to Commemorate 200 Years of Greek Independence 

 The following are some highlights recording events celebrated in British Columbia for the 200 

Year Anniversary of Greek Independence.  

The celebrations for the Anniversary of Greek Independence began on Thursday, March 25th at 

the Greek Orthodox Community of East Vancouver's. That community’s President, Konstantin 

Nikolaou issued the starting instructions and was followed by Father Tim Prattas of  Sts. 

Nicholas & Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church who gave his blessing.  Soon after the Consul 

General of Greece in Vancouver, the Honorable Eleni Georgopoulou gave a speech reflecting on 

the meaning of the 200th year Anniversary of the Greek Independence and its significance to 

those of us who are of Greek heritage. She also praised the Greek community for retaining and 

supporting Hellenism in B.C. and Canada. This was followed by both National Anthems sung by 

the people in attendance. 

There were many vehicles adorned with Greek flags, that were organized for the parade by 

Konstantin Nikolaou and AHEPA District Governor, George Vassilas.  Once these vehicles had 

lined up behind parade escorts and leaders – The Panhellenic Motorcycle Association of Canada 

the motorcade was ready to start its pilgrimage so as in unison they could visit 5 Greek flag 

stations across Vancouver (locations are noted at www.greekfreedom.com ).   

For the second year in a row the collective of Greek Communities and Societies had worked with 

the City of Vancouver to secure the raising of 56 Greek Flags at these stations.  

The entourage of vehicles left in mass from Sts. Nicholas and Dimitrios parking lot and headed 

toward the various flag locations.  Even under the heavy traffic conditions the motorcycle escorts 

managed to keep most of the motorcade together and the arrived-on time at the destination of St. 

George Greek Orthodox Cathedral for the wreath ceremony. 

In front of the Cathedral, Father Nicolaos Siderás began the ceremony with a blessing and the 

Consul General of Greece who again gave a speech and laid a wreath on the cenotaph on behalf 

of the Greek nation and in praise of the brave Greek heroes who fought to achieve 200 years of 

Freedom for Greece. Again, both Greek and Canadian National Anthems were sung by the 

attendees.  
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As Master of Ceremonies, Nick Panos conducted the placement of the wreaths at the Hellenic 

Community of Vancouver's cenotaph by the collaborative representatives being the Greek 

Consulates Office the Hellenic Congress of BC, A.H.E.P.A. Hellenic Community of Vancouver, 

Greek Orthodox Community of East Vancouver , Greek Orthodox Community of Surrey and the 

Fraser Valley. – followed by the various Greek Societies in attendance and the Stavros Niarchos 

Foundation in Hellenic Studies .  

The Philoptochos Society of St. George had prepared "halva" sweets for the crowd to enjoy 

before they left the event. 

On Thursday night, the Macmillan Bloedel Conservatory, the City Hall, Harbor Center Tower 

and other significant building were lit with the colour blue, representing the Greek flag. It was 

very impressive and even emotional! 

Another highlight was the approximately 75 banners affixed to light standards along Broadway 

from Macdonald Street west depicting Greek Revolutionary Heroes, Greek Philosophers and 

Greek quotes. These banners will be on display until the end of June. This was a contribution 

from the Kits on Broadway BIA.  

It is also important to note that Proclamations have been received from the municipalities of 

Vancouver, Burnaby, Surrey, Victoria, Esquimalt, Campbell River, Saanich , Ladysmith and 

Nanaimo – and the Greek Flag was also raised at the Provincial Legislature.  Noting that the 

Vancouver Island proclamation and legislature were direct results of the Victoria and Vancouver 

Island Greek Community Society.  Additionally a video message was also issued to the Greek 

Community by the Honorable Member of Parliament Don Davies.  

We , the Collaborative Greek Community -  encourages everyone to visit the banners on 

Broadway and our website www.greekfreedom.com and further support any events that are 

scheduled. 

             "LONG LIVE GREECE  AND ITS PEOPLE" 
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